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SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK 


FEB Ogi 2008" 


The second annual Faith and Social Justice Week has come and gone, “providing all sttidents, staff and faculty with a chance to explore and participate in issues and needs in 
the world today as we strive to make our faith an action”, says Student Life Coordinator Micah VanDyk. Through thought provoking film nights, the International 
Social Justice Fair and the conference that took place last weekend, students were reminded 6fth. meed for Christian beacons in an unjust world. Now that the week has past, students need 


continue to appeal to their “desire to learn and act on social justice issues. We don’t want theittetest to fade asthe novelty of social justice fades. Hopefully the week and the conference has 


laid out a biblical framework for social justice so that we wil) continue to act even when it is not easy or glamorous.” 


Above: The Faith and Social Justice Conference: students lead eachother in worship, key note speaker Dirk Booy addresses the crowd 


Afghanistan Uncovered 
John Manley & Co. finally release their findings 


BRENDAN KOOY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 
hen Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper 
commissioned a_ non- 
partisan report on Afghanistan 


in 2007, he knew that anything 
could happen. From the outset, he 
opened himself and his party up to 
any criticism that the report might 
bring and vowed to respect any 
changes in mission strategy that the 
panel suggested, 

Several weeks ago the panel 
released its findings. Led by 
former Liberal Minister of National 
Defence John Manley, the group 
unleashed both praise and harsh 
criticism for Canada’s presence in 
Afghanistan. 

Manley and his colleagues 
lauded the brash determination 
of the Canadian forces serving, 
overseas and their commitment 
to rooting out evil and terror in 


the war-torn country. However, 
while Canadians are doing their 
utmost to establish peace for 
Afghan citizens, the report called 
for increased support from other 
NATO countries. Numerically 
speaking, Manley challenged the 
Prime Minister to demand 1,000 
additional troops from other NATO 
countries. 

This has been a much-echoed 
sentiment over the past few 
months. Minister Peter 
MacKay called for similar support 
at recent NATO conferences in the 
Netherlands and in Scotland in the 
fall of 2008. While Canada has the 
highest percentage of its military 
resources at work in Afghanistan, 
it continues to bear the heaviest 
burden of pacifying the Kandahar 
region, long known as the powder 
keg of the region. 

If the call for additional 
NATO troops is not met, as well 
as equipment needs 


Defence 


such as 


support helicopters, then Manley 
recommended Canada not overstay 
its welcome and remain in the 
country past the previous mandate 
of February 2009. This is truly 
a bold statement—whether the 
Harper government acts on it or 
not—seeing as NATO countries 
have not yet jumped at the 
opportunity to contribute more to 
the Canadian cause in Kandahar. 
The Manley report went on to 
address a further imbalance from 
the Canadian p:rspective. While 
praise was given tO the military 
for doing a remirkably admirable 
job overseas, Vianley did not 
hesitate to chide the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA) for failiig to hold up their 
end of the barge in Afghanistan. 

With a temendous budget 
committed to the Afghanistan 
mission, CIDA officials have been 
accused of nt getting outside 
of their comf:rt Zones overseas. 
Granted, pany Kandahar 
neighbourhoo:> aren’t exactly 
as Safe as th’ POsh suburbs of 
Ancaster, but |'\d workers are now 
being asked todo the same “heavy 
lifting” as the: military colleagues 
in order to make this mission a 
success, Sim/atly, foreign affairs 
officials are |ving, called upon to 
diplomatical|: establish a support 
system to tra! and communicate 
with Afghan .uthorities, 

British ("ternational affairs 
guru Rory s'¢wart made parallel 
comments «i 4 Open forum on 
Afghanistan in October, Stewart 
lamented th: domination of media 
coverage |) Canada’s military 
presence, jv°'@ad Calling for an 
increased fo\'8 0" 4 three-pronged 
strategy of ie, '’°Onciliation and 


diplomacy. 

In any case, the Manley report 
has got Canadians thinking about 
Afghanistan. After being lambasted 
by negative facts 
from Canada’s predominately 
left-wing media about the failures 
and shortcomings of the mission, 
they have heard first-hand how 
important their nation’s presence 
What's more, 
from 


and figures 


overseas really is. 
this report did not 
a Conservative-biased 
Rather, it was produced by a 
former high-ranking Liberal who, 
along with his colleagues, gave a 
stunningly honest opinion of the 
situation in Afghanistan. 


come 


source, 


Impact in Ottawa 

Politically speaking, the Manley 
report will be one of the most talked 
about When Parliament 
recommences this week after its 
winter break, If the Tories seek to 
push through a motion to extend 
the combat mission past February 
2009, an election could very well 
hang in the balance. 

The Liberal Party, under the 
confused leadership of Stephane 
Dion, has not spoken highly of the 
Manley report thus far. Even after 
personally visiting Afghanistan, 
Mr. Dion has held his ground on 


issues 


ending Canada’s combat role as 
Jack Layton of 
the NDP and Gilles Duceppe ot 
the Blog 
serious mention or not -- have also 


soon as possible. 
-- whether they deserve 


held unwaveringly to this position. 

When prompted by a reporter 
in the week following the release of 
the report, Mr. Manley responded 
to the critics of the mission. He 
chastised the Liberal Party for 
neglecting its rich historical foreign 
affairs mantra, patented by leaders 
like Lester B. Pearson. 

“Absolutely this is in the Liberal 
tradition,” the partys tormer 
deputy leader thundered. “I think 
that countries like Canada have an 
important, meaningful role to play 
in protecting our values, standing 
up for the rights of individuals [and 
for] the human security of people 
government can't protect 
them -- that’s something we as 
Canadians have talked a lot about.” 

In light of the Manley report, 
Canadian disapproval ratings on the 
mission have dropped considerably. 
One can only hope that as many in 
our nation have seen the redeeming 
characteristics of Canada’s presence 
in Afghanistan, our leaders will 
do the same and begin to work 
together towards a greater goal of 
success and peace Overseas, 


whose 
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The excessive medial 


coverage over his passing 


. 4 


should set off a fews 
alarms, we) need to/getio 
priorities in‘order: 


ast week  Wednesday’s 

Spectator brought the news 

of actor Heath Ledger's 
death from a_ possible drug 
overdose. At the time I am writing 
this article no one knows the cause 
of death for sure— not that I care. 

As I stared at the smiling face 
of the now deceased actor | found 
myself unable to feel any emotion 
his Apparently 
someone else on campus _ has 
similar feelings, as I saw the same 
paper later in the day with Heath 
Ledger’s 
out. Underneath someone wrote in 
black pen, “6 800 Children died in 
Africa yesterday of AIDS...Forecast 
similar for tomorrow.” 

Grim. 

When I read on the front page 
of a newspaper that a star such as 
Ledger has died I ask the question, 
‘Is this some sort of sick joke?” 
When I ask that, I don’t mean, 
“Oh my gosh, how could this 
happen?” Instead I want to know 
why I should care. For that matter, 
why should anyone other than 
his relatives care? If I can’t shed 
a tear for thousands of miserable 
orphans, why should I for Ledger? 
Call me a cynic, but at least I’m 
consistent, 

I know I tread on thin ground 
here. Every day I bump into 
dozens of girls who at one time or 
another wanted to marry him. After 
Ledger’s convincing performance 
in Brokeback Mountain I’m sure 
there may be a few guys as well. 
But that is not the issue, The 
fundamental, underlying question 
that we must ask of ourselves is 
why the death of Heath Ledger, the 
break-up between Britney Speares 
and her boyfriend, or the juicy 
tidbit that lan McKellen is gay 
should matter to us, I’m sorry, you 
didn’t know McKellen is gay? Well 
now you do. Congratulations. 

In broad terms the question 
can be phrased this way: “Why 
do some get the limelight while 
some don’t?” What makes any 
actor, singer, or director more 
important than the little-noticed 
tech guys who make sure the show 
goes on? Why should there be so 
much concern over the death of 
one North American man when 
the deaths of those 6,800 African 


over passing. 


obituary notice crossed 


children go largely unnoticed? 

I think the answer lies partially 
in who we know. | don’t know 
anyone who personally knows 
Heath Ledger, but virtually 
everyone knows about him from 
the various characters he’s played 
in films. Because he is a familiar 
face, because he is famous, because 
he stepped into our homes and 
warmly introduced himself 
through our televisions, we think 
know him. Those who have seen 
him act, like all of us who have 
suddenly lost an acquaintance, 
care about his death simply 
because they know him. After 
all, it’s hard to shed a tear for the 
unknown dead. 

However, there are plenty of 
people we know of who we’d 
rather see dead than living well off. 
Personally I wouldn’t want to wish 
anything better for North Korea's 
abusive dictator Kim Jong-il or 
Iran’s very own Nuclear President, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. It 
seems then, that in order to 
care significantly enough about 
someone’s passing, we must not 
only know who they are, but we 
must value them. 

It is for this reason that the 
Spectator still prints front page 
pictures of Canadian soldiers in 
Iraq. Canadians know their troops 
and value them because they are 
Canadian; because they are “one 
of us”. Were our troops out of 
the fracas | am sure we would 
conveniently, almost but not quite, 
forget that Iraq is still embroiled 
in deadly unrest. We might even 
irritably snub the few brave souls 
who thought to mention it to us. 
The reason we still think about 
Iraq is because it is personal. We 
remember it because “our boys” 
are dying, not because the Iraqis’ 
are, But I digress. This article isn’t 
about dying non-Canadians in a 
far off country most of us have 
never seen and even fewer of us 
care about. It’s about the sad and 
tragic loss of an actor, who may or 
may not have ingested too many 
sleeping pills before going to bed. 

If it is true that we care about 


those whom we know = and 
especially, those we value, we still 
have to answer the ‘why’ question. 
Why do we value them? What 
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makes them better than someone 


else? Our reasons for loving some ' 


people, such as our family and 
friends are simple enough. We 
love them because we are affiliated 
with them. Our identities are 
intertwined in such relationships. 
When we love other people, 
however, it is not always so easy 
to see why. We love them because 
they perform in plays, they sing 
well, they can danee. We love them 
because they make us feel good or 
entertain us. Maybe we love them 
because they are pretty. 

Whatever our reasons for loving 
others, for loving pop stars, it is 
undoubtedly imperative that we 
answer the question why. It is 
important for us © do so because 
last Wednesday I gaw the face of a 
now dead actor on the front page 
of a Hamilton newspaper and the 
only reason that man’s picture 


graced the front page is because 
popular media knew enough 
people cared because enough 


people value Heath Ledger. 

When I asked @ friend of mine 
why I should ¢are that Heath 
Ledger died he Was irritated with 
me, 4 

“Heath Ledger$the Joker in the 
second Batman movie,” he said. 

e807” 

“So, what about the third Batman 
movie?” he demanded. “The Joker 
is not supposed to die in the second 
movie! They’re going to have to 
film the third movie without him 
and it’s going to suck!” 

When I asked +e friend the 
same question he told me I should 
be concerned aboutHeath Ledger 
because he was a great actor. He 
impacted a lot of pedple. 

I don’t believe é@ither of these 
two reasons is Valid. All my two 
friends are saying i§ that people, 
and in particular Heath Ledger, 
are valuable because of what 
they do. People are a commodity. 
From a Christian pefspective this 
is nonsense, as individual worth 
is not centred om what a person 
can do, but in whom that person 
is-someone made in the glorious 
image of God, We olght not to 
love people because they can do 
things for us, because that boils 
relationships down {© Usury, to 
rape and prostitution. We Ought 


to love people as Christ has always 
loved us: unconditionally, totally, 
self-sacrificially—not because we 
have something valuable to give 
Him, but because that is who He 
is. 

However, let’s be fair. While I 
argue against objectifying people 
and attaching value to them 
because of what they do for us, it is 
something we will nevertheless do 
to some extent. It is in the nature 
of society to eulogize the deaths of 
important persons and to recognize 
the good they have performed for 
the benefit of others. 

To that extent I have no problem 
eulogizing the deaths of genuinely 
important people such as Mother 
Theresa, Pope John Paul Il, and 
Mahatma Ghandi on the front page 
of the newspaper. I take no issue 
with the many books written about 
them. The selflessness, humility, 
love and sacrifice they displayed 
throughout their lives is most 
certainly worthy of our respect and 
honour. However, looking through 
the lens of Christian perspective 
we must realize that they were not 
more valuable as persons based 
on what they did. Yet we cannot 
ignore that what they did had 
value. 

So if our society is to give the 
medal of importance to the likes 
of Heath Ledger, then that means 
we see worth in what Heath 
Ledger did or stood for. We value 
his charm, his charisma, his good 
looks. We appreciate his creativity 
and applaud his characterizations. 
By giving Ledger’s death front 
page coverage, our society is 
implicitly stating that what he did 
had worth and therefore, so did he. 
It also implicitly states that those 
who are daily feeding the poor, 
comforting the sick, and visiting 
the imprisoned are not of worth 
because they are not in the public 
eye of media. 

In that frame of mind | ask again, 
“Why should anyone care about 
Heath Ledger’s death?” Should we 
mourn him because he was a great 
actor? No, Should we grieve over 
him because mobs of girls find him 
roguishly good looking? | don’t 
think so. We may feel saddened 
that a fellow human being has 
passed on from this life to the 
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next, we may sympathize with 
his family for their loss, we may 
even genuinely miss the talent he 
brought to his craft, but we should 
not bemoan his death simply 
because he is a celebrity. 

Furthermore, I see little reason 
to give Heath Ledger or any other 
star front page space, or any paper 
space at all. While the late actor 
certainly has many achievements 
under his belt, including A 
Knight’s Tale, The Four Feathers, 
Brokeback Mountain, and _ the 
soon to be seen The Dark Knight, 
these achievements must be put 
into perspective. Heath Ledger 
contributed to our entertainment, 
to the craft of acting, and to the 
film world in general. For what 
it’s worth, he also sympathetically 
portrayed the hardship of being 
gay in a homophobic society. 
Mother Theresa imbued love to 
thousands of people and gave 
them their dignity. Which type 
of person do you think I would 
rather see on my newspaper? One 
who makes their living pretending 
to be a courageous soldier or a 
downtrodden wretch, or one who 
is courageous, who confronts 
the injustice of oppression and 
alleviates the suffering of the 
wretched? 

Thus, I do not believe it is a 
good use of paper and ink, let 
alone time, to promote the rise 
and fall of celebrities, as they 
stumble through divorces or 
indignantly tell reporters, as one 
actress recently did, that co-star 
Matthew McConaughey needs to 
wear deodorant. If they want space 
in the smutty and often borderline 
ridiculous tabloids, they can have 
them. If they want to occupy 
prominent positions in legitimate 
newspapers, they can think again. 
Giving the “stars” front page space 
only falsely elevates them to a 
special status they don’t deserve 
and subtly degrades those; such as 
the AIDS victims in Africa, whose 
portraits will never see the light 
of day and whose plight, outside 
of a few scribbled pen strokes 
on an old newspaper, will not 
be remembered by the western 
world. 


EE GE TS 


It’s Okay to Get Lost in a 
Tragic Story 


JULIE KONYNDYK 
EDITOR-IN-CHEIF 

know it may not qualify 

as important news, I know 

we as Christians should be 

occupying ourselves with 
more significant stories of the 
broken world, I know he was just 
another Hollywood hunk. Yes, | 
know all this, but still, 1 am sad 
about Heath Ledger. Many of you 
are rolling your eyes, dropping 
the paper, and dismissing the rest 
of what I have to say, but please, 
bear with me for just a moment. I 
am sad that Heath Ledger passed 
away. No, I didn’t know him 
personally, and yes, I’m well aware 
that there are far more terrible 
things happening this very second, 
but for some reason when I read 
about his death via celebrity gossip 
blog I got that familiar lurch in my 
stomach, followed very quickly by 
a re-read of the news, and the urge 
to tell everyone I knew. 

Does this make me superficial? 
Just another dumb blonde, 
still stunted by her crush on a 
dreamy Australian with cute 
dimples? Does that fact that I 
was emotionally affected by the 
tragic death of an actor make a 
silly person? According to many 
Redeemer students, yes. But I'd 
like to come to the defense of the 
people who were jolted, just a little, 
by what some deemed as another 
Hollywood death. 
To whoever took it upon 

themselves to scribble overtop 
the Hamilton Spectator story on 
Ledger’s death, “6700 children 
died of AIDS today”, you've 
made a valid point. Of course, 
such a statement puts things in 
perspective. Of course, terrible 


atrocities are happening every 
minute. Of course, students need 
to make sure these issues aren't 
relegated to the back page. That 
said, can’t we be socially conscious, 
and allowed just a little time to 
mourn for a favourite actor? 

Some may suggest that such 
reactions are immature because 
we didn’t know this young man, 
and shouldn't be concerned with 
his passing. We've never met him, 
we didn’t know what he was really 
like, and he was just one person. 
But therein lies the catch: Ledger 
was a person, like you and I. A 
person who existed on the same 
soil, comprised of the same flesh 
and blood. Just because he was 
of that illustrious Hollywood 
realm, he was no less human, and 
shockingly, no more immortal. 
Anytime one is reminded of their 
own mortality, it’s a valid response 
to be unnerved, even ever so 
slightly. 

Obviously, because Ledger was 
an actor, in many ways he was 
just another character in a broader 
Hollywood narrative. Perhaps 
though, this too brings up another 
point for a more compassionate 
approach to Ledger’s death. I’d 
like for you to take a moment to 
think of your favourite novel, then 
your favourite character, and now 
the most heartbreaking moment 
of fiction you can recall. All of us 
allow yurselves to be engrossed 
in tear-jerking stories, and weep 
for characters that, even though 
they aren't “real”, meet tragic 
ends. Whether it be a movie, a TV 
show, a novel, or a Hollywood 
sob story, isn’t it all part of the 
human experience to empathize 
with characters? As a result of 
his celebrity status, we really 
only knew the character of Heath 


Ledger. What happened to Ledger 
is a very sad story, and there are 
obviously people who will suffer 
profoundly for many years as a 
result of what happened to him. I 
will never meet them face to face, 
nor will you, but I don’t think the 
urge to pity them is unchristian or 
immature. 

I do find it troubling that 
posthumously, Ledger was the 
most Googled name on the 
internet. I also acknowledge that 
beyond the initial shock of that 
blog post, Ledger’s passing has 
no impact on my life. Compared 
with the loss of a close friend, 
this is merely a drop in the pool. I 
think, though, if there is anything 
I’ve learned from this event, it’s 
the effect of a single story. A sad 
story is always heart wrenching, 
and most often what compels us 
to action. So perhaps this is the 
point when we should return to 
that overwhelming statistic of 
6700 children dying of AIDS on a 
daily basis: we need to make these 
children more than numbers. We 
need to search for the story in each 
of them. We need to understand 
their narrative of suffering, and 
become as acquainted with their 
faces, rather than the numbers 
that accompany them. The single 
story, fictional or non, is the most 
powerful means of evoking human 
sympathy. 

I am sad about Heath Ledger, 
and I may never watch “Ten Things 
I Hate About You” again. But what 
I will do, or at least try to, is apply 
this feeling of sympathy for fallen 
Hollywood heroes to the other 
tragic stories that go unheard. And 
as the phantom scribbler is well 
aware, there are many stories to 
hear. 


Re: Intentional Foul? 
Letter to the Editor 


[ realize that the fans do not hold 
much power in this decision 
making process, but | would like 
to say that I believe continuing the 
basketball teams at Redeemer is 
very important. When I chose to 
come to Redeemer, or rather, when 
I felt God’s leading heading me in 
that direction, | was very pleased 
to hear that such a small school 
had a wide range of extracurricular 
activites. | Infortunately, my sport 
was not offered at Redeemer, but 

| took comfort in the fact that 

I would be able to watch other 
sporting events. Basketball at 
Redeemer brings together the 


fans who don’t have a chance to 
play their sport at this school. Not 
everyone would prefer to watch a 
volleyball game. I realize our team 
has not won very many games in 
the past, but that doesn’t mean that 
cancelling Redeemer basketball 
would cut out unnecessary costs. I 
believe that this is a very important 
part of the Redeemer student life. 
Let's face it, Redeemer is limited 

in its ability to provide students 
with a thriving social community. 
Even still, this school can boast a 
close knit campus because God 

has blessed us indeed. I urge those 
on the decision making committee 


to think carefully about what 
cancelling one of the few year 
round sports would do for fans like 
me. I look forward to basketball 
games. Even though we don’t 
always win, many fans would 
agree that Redeemer basketball 
brings us together and gives us a 
student life worth staying for. 


God bless and thank you for you 
time. 

Sincerely, 

A student who cares 
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Every,Year,'a'host of Redeemer students invade Charlbury, England to participate 


“in the Oxford Study Program. These students are given three months to soak up 
English history, culture, and country side. Although their schedules are jam-packed 
from start to finish, a few students still find,the time to blog about their,wonderful 
experiences. Here is a small sampling from some ofthese blogs. If.you like what 
you read, make sure to check out the full travel logs online! “Cheers”. 


Sharon Heuvtug’ 


January 22: 

Wow - things have been so insanely busy here! Already the workload is piling on for 
our classes and | still just want to tour around and see England :)! But the classes are 
amazing! And Oxford is absolutely brilliant and stimulating. After taking our first train 
ride into Oxford, we walked through the whole city and saw things like the Oxford Castle 
and many other beautiful historical buildings! As well, we went to the Bodleian Library. 
This library dates way back to like the 15th century and is perhaps the largest non- 
lending library - so to even be allowed entrance into the library is quite the privilege! It 
contains every book that has ever been published in the UK from that century on. There 
was a small “ceremony” if you will that was put on by the library administrator for each 
person when receiving their library card. It was very exciting! 
http://sharonengland.blogspot.com/ 


Laura 


January 20: 
Hey everyone, 
It's my second day in Charlibury, and | already love it here (despite being ridiculously 

tired). I'll give you a run-through of the last few days: 

Yesterday we got into Heathrow at around 10am here, then changed terminals to 
meet the rest of our group and then bussed to Charlbury, all of us sleeping on the way. 
We went to the Baptist church in Charlbury which is very small but very cute, where 
they fed us lunch. We then went on a short walking tour through bits of the town which 
is ridiculous (and by ridiculous | mean old and amazing). After this walk we had met 
with our hosts at the church and had tea with them. My host is an older woman named 
Lee who is very fashionable and also very sweet. Her house is amazing, and my room 
is twice the size of my room at home, which | very much appreciate. I'll post pictures 
soon. | fell asleep after Lee made me dinner around 8:30pm and slept until 8:30am 
this morning. We went to the church of St. Mary this morning and then the Baptist 
church made us a delicious lunch. | just got back from an incredibly long (but also 
incredible) walk through the countryside which took us through woods and over fields, 
but mostly in mud. It has been overcast and it was misty rain for a while today but 
hasn't poured yet, which is promising, but I’m not hoping for much. Tonight we have 
dinner at Madeleine’s, our program coordinator, and then afterwards we can do what 
we want, which probably means bed for me... 
http://thetruffulatrees.blogspot.com/ 


Heather nskip 


January 23: 

...After the train ride back into Charlbury we headed off to Stratford to watch 
Shakespeare’s Richard Il. | was so tired | could barely keep my eyes open at the end, 
but it was none-the-less enjoyable. Today we went back into Oxford and had our first 
Shakespeare class. | think our tutor was a little disappointed that none of us had 
really started the reading but we have barely had two minutes of spare time to do 
anything! We had lunch at Regent’s Park College with the students there, and then 
had an academic orientation session and learned about excited stuff like papers 

and exams. After some more time wandering the streets we were back at Regent's Park 
College for tea with the president of the college and a few other people. We finally 
had a free evening tonight, and most of it was spent over at Jodi and Sharon's place 
reading Oedipus and then cleaning up the mess | made during the missing train pass 
adventure of this morning. | really like the city of Oxford, and I’m starting to feel more 
comfortable and settled... 


Loney 


January 26: 

...| had the most marvelous of days today! The past week has been crazy busy and 

it was So amazing to have today to relax and just go exploring on my own. A bunch 

of the group headed into Woodstock with the intention of going to Blenheim Palace 

- the birthplace of Winston Churchill - and | felt a little guilty about not taking the 
opportunity to go with them, but! do still intend to get there sometime before | leave 
since it’s only a few miles from the town of Charlbury, where I’m living. | think | made 
the right decision though, and after a nice sleep-in, | went exploring through town and 
then ended up outside of town a little ways among the rolling hills and it was gorgeous. 
| just kept wandering and eventually ended up on a muddy little footpath that | followed 
for quite some time. The sky was blue, and the sun was shining, and even though the 
wind was a little chilly, it was a moment that made me remember why | had decided to 
come to England for these three months in the first place! 
http://heatherinskip.blogspot.com/ 


Tit Selles 


January 22: 

It’s been an insane couple of days! Monday was our first day in Oxford, and we all 
went down to the train station here in Charlbury to catch the 9:38am train. The trains 
here are notorious for being late, and this one fit the rail networks poor reputation, 
showing up a good fifteen minutes late, and being delayed another fifteen minutes 
during the trip for some unseen problem. This posed quite the problem, because we 
were all sitting in the “quiet carriage” section of the train (due to my clueless leading 
ll admit). All in all we arrived in Oxford a half hour late to meet Lynn Robson, our 
academic advisor and one of the profs at Regent's Park College, the college at Oxford 
that we are associated with and will be studying at. She gave us an incredibly quick 
tour of the downtown, and we saw so many sights: the Radcliffe camera, the church 
that Shakespeare most likely attended, Oxford castle (which has been turned into a 
fancy hotel), and many other fantastic sights, the highlight of which was the Bodleian 
library. The library is one the largest in the world, and while you couldn't tell that from 
the size of the buildings, they have at least one copy of every single book published 
in the UK since the early 1600’s, due the fact that the founder, Thomas Bodley, was 
apretty persuasive man and convinced the publishers of England that it was in their 
best interest to make this deal. Thanks to him, there are libraries all over the world with 
similar agreements with their respective national publishers, and the Bodleian Library 
itself receives upwards of 5000 books every week, currently holding over 8 million 
volumes! There's a fun fact for you. 

At the Bodleian, we received our library cards and had to sign for them in a room that 
was once used as the parliament for the college and city, and at times even used as 
the parliament for the entire country of Britain. It was a really neat room, and | sat on 
a throne that was once sat upon by some of the kings of England! To the left of that 
room is the Divinity School, which was the exact room used as the infirmary in the Harry 
Potter movies. 

After the Bodleian, we roamed town a bit more, eventually ending up at Regent’s Park 
College, which is quite small, and probably impossible to find if you don’t know where 
you're going. Just a block down the street from there are both “The Eagle and Child” 
and the "Lamb and Flag”, the two pubs most frequented by Lewis and Tolkien. I've got 
to visit those pubs for a brew at some point. It's crazy to think that | will be spending 
everyday in a city filled with so much history. | walk past a church built in the 1400's 
everyday on the way to class! ‘ 
http://timothyselles.blogspot.com/ 


Rebecca Sikkenta 


January 25: 

it’s now Friday, which officially marks my first week in England. So far? Amazing. 
Classes are fantastic, Oxford is beautiful, and the group is really fun. Tonight was 
‘formal hall’ at the college, which was made even more formal due to good old “Robbie 
Burns”- the Scottish poet that everyone around here knows and loves. Because of 
the Scottish theme, a lot of the men were dressed in the formal Scottish gig- kilts, 
sporran’s, knee socks, daggers... it was very cool. There were a few speeches, a couple 
toasts, a meal of haggis ( which | think is meat stuffed into a sheep’s stomach) and 
some really great dancing... 

Today was fantastic. Laura, Sharon and Jodi showed up at around 11am. we rounded 
up the gang and hopped on a double decker bus to woodstock, for 3.40 pounds round 
trip. Honestly, the ride alone was worth the trip. | can’t believe these buses can even 
travel on the roads over here. They are so narrow- | thought | was on a roller coaster for 
6 miles! In any case, we only smoked one tree, and hit the curb about three times. The 
driver was good. 

We snuck into the palace grounds through the side doors, and explored the whole 
afternoon. What | will say is that once Mark became the leader of the group, we ended 
up a mile outside of Woodstock, and had to make quite a hike to get back to the bus 
stop. But it was an adventure! 
http://Reejoys.blogspot.com 


CAMPUS CONVERSATIONS 


In preparation for next issue’s profile on The Green Team, we 
asked students: 


What are you doing to be more environmentally 
friendly this semester? 


Responses: 


“I’ve been throwing my banana peels outside on the roof.” 
Joel Sjarda 


“| shut off the fans in my house, you know.” 
Peter Frieswick 


“I'm a professor—I read books. Right now, I’m working on Bill 
McKibben’s latest. Do thou likewise.” 
Dr. Theo Plantinga 


“| support compost, and want to live in it.” 
Josh Salverda 


[HE CROWN | 


Joti Oosterbot 


January 26: 

I've been living in England for a week now, so | thought it would be a good time to 
catch you all up on what exactly is going on over here! There are 12 students, 6 from 
RUC and 6 from ABU- only two guys, not that they mind - studying Shakespeare and 
Drama. 

We all live with various host or host families in a little town called Charibury. On 
Mondays and Fridays we have classes here in town and have co-op lunches. The rest of 
the week we take the train into Oxford where we have classes at Regent's Park College 
(RPC) and lunch there as well, which is awesome because every day | meet and talk 
with different RPC students! We are “tutored” by Oxford school graduates - one just 
received his doctorate! ! As for our weekends, some of them have planned outings and 
others are free for whatever we want to do like school work (or not!). This first week 
has been insane, but from now on it should be much calmer- normal school related 
busyness notwithstanding! 
http://jodi-o.blogspot.com/ 


“We [my wife and I] are trying to buy food locally. Oh, by the way | make 
a mean apple crumble with Bennett’s produce.” 
Shawn Groen 


“| walk to work and back everyday. | also walk to stores for my 
shopping.” 
Dr. John By! 


“Whenever | see a porch light on, | try and do the ‘Carrie VanDorp’ 
thing and go shut it off. Plus, | make sure not to step on any little 
birds.” 

Chandler Horne 


“| push other people to recycle.” 
Justin Free 


“| walk to work everyday, I’m teaching students (in ENV 101) about the 
creation, and I’m trying to set Dr. Haas straight about global climate 
change (a real challenge!)” 

Dr. Henry Brouwer 


-Compiled by Jeremy Parsons, Junior Staff Writer 


ARIS & ATHLETI 


s a city in the shadow of 
Toronto, Hamilton often 
appears to be bypassed 


by the hottest artists and events. 
However, a closer look at Hamilton 
and environs suggests that this 
stereotype is mistaken. Here's a 
peek into pop culture in Steeltown. 
Two weeks ago my daughter and | 
were walking back from Sir John A. 
Macdonald's birthday party when 
we spotted those oh-so familiar 
white transport trailers, parked 
that day along Hughson and King 
William streets. I asked a couple 
of the guys unloading equipment 
what was being filmed. As it turns 
out, this was part of the mini-series 
‘XIII’, starring Val Kilmer. While 
we didn’t see Val, we were quickly 
informed that Steven Dorff (see 
Blade) was in the van that we were 
standing beside. The director called 
out “Mr. Dorff!”, and we watched 
the filming of one scene where he 
coat-hangered his way into a car. 
I see these trailers so frequently 
(remember when Main St. became 
Harlem last fall for The Hulk?), that 
Hamilton seems to have emerged 
as yet another ‘Hollywood of the 
North’. Wikipedia explains that 
this is due to our ‘open to filming 
attitude’ and to regional tax breaks 
(better than in T.O.). In 2006 the city 
launched an ad campaign called 
‘Reel Choices’, in an attempt to 
continue the business; McMaster 
president Peter George and premier 
McGuinty visited India last January 
to try to attract Bollywood. Movie 
stars are already walking our 
streets. Over the past few years 
I've met Rosie O’Donell on Main 
St., just west of downtown (Riding 
the Bus with my Sister) and stood 
next to Sir Richard Attenborough 


(Jurassic Park) in Dundas. Movie 
stars walking our streets have 
recently included Robin Williams, 
Jeff Daniels, Steve Martin, Michelle 
Pfeiffer, Martin Sheen, John 
Travolta and Sigourney Weaver. 
Hamilton cityscapes have also been 
featured in hit movies for ages, 
whether you've seen X-Men (Liuna 
Station), Resident Evil: Apocalypse 
(Hamilton Cemetery), Four Brothers 
(north end), Cinderella Man 
(harbour), and Hairspray (Queen 
Victoria School). Jayne Eastwood of 
Hairspray calls Ancaster home, and 
McMaster alumni include former 
Second City comics Martin Short, 
Eugene Levy and Dave Thomas. 
Hamilton has also played a 
central role in contemporary music. 
If you drive east of downtown for 
ten minutes, you'll cross over Grant 
Avenue, the historic landmark that 
was the site of production work for 
U2’s Joshua Tree. Clients of Grant 
Avenue Studio have included Ani 
DiFranco, Emmylou Harris, Raffi 
and Bruce Cockburn. Daniel Lanois 
was behind much of the work on 
Grant; his protégé Mark Howard 
has engineered the recordings of The 
Tragically Hip, Willie Nelson, and 
Bob Dylan. Lanois has also released 
seven recordings. Although he also 
calls New Orleans home, Lanois 
returns to Hamilton often, most 
recently for the Hamilton Music 
Awards. In addition to Lanois, 
Hamilton musicians have included 
Colin Cripps (worked with Blue 
Rodeo, Sarah McLachlan, married 
to Kathleen Edwards), Tom Wilson 
(of Junkhouse and Blackie and the 
Rodeo Kings, Christian Tanna and 
Jagori Tanna of I Mother Earth. 
If you're a folkie, remember that 
Garnet Rogers and his late brother 


DR. TIMOTHY EPP 
PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY 


Stan were from Hamilton. Old- 
timers like me might also remember 
Skip Prokop of Lighthouse. 

Hamilton has a decent concert 
calendar if you wait a bit and know 
where to look. The best sources of 
information tend to be the Spectator 
(esp. Thursday), and View (aside 
from the last few pages...). Here’s a 
brief guide with some recent artists 
for each venue. Copps Coliseum is 
our stadium venue, and often hosts 
top names (U2, Springsteen). Copps 
is a fairly good venue, just try to 
avoid the nosebleed seats where 
you need to crane your neck to 
peer around the digital scoreboard, 
Hamilton Place tends to have better 
acoustics, but if you dance please 
note that this is a si#down concert 
hall. Hamilton also boasts a fairly 
good small club scene, including: 
the Casbah (Sadies, the Stills, Jason 
Collett), the Pepper Jack (Brazilian 
Girls, Little Feat, Damien Jurado, 
Peter Case, Garnet Rogers); and 
the Westside Concert Theatre (Pete 
Best Band, the Payolas, Hayden, 
Kathleen Edwards), 

The list of pop Hamiltonians 
extends to TV personalities (Red 
Green, Patrick MeKenna, Currie 
Graham), sports (Ray Lewis, Toller 
Cranston, Karen Kain), and even 
fast food (first Tim Horton’s on 
Ottawa St. with it ‘museum’), 
The popular arts of film, music, 
and culture are woven into the 
very fabric of this dty. However, 
as Christians we are also called 
to discern. In my next column I'll 
discuss some of the Ways in which 
to sort out this ernucopia of 
culture. ‘Til then. 


SUIMIIMI[Eke JOBS 


High Ropes @ Counselor @ Nurses @ Lifeguards @ Kitghen 
Www.camptrillium.com 1-888-999-CAMP (2267) 


. — . ee eee ve ate 
Te Se a LTE 


Vital Signs 


Hamilton’s Pop Culture Landscape 


id Sates 
wet 3e8eé@ 
: 

. & 
ie i : 
eae boy * 


erts 
| . 


Jacob Moon (with Tony Lind): 
Staircase Theatre; Feb. 1st 


Weakerthans: 
Nathan Philip Square, Toronto, Feb. 2nd, FREE! 


Blue Rodeo: 
Hamilton Place, Feb. 10th and 11th 


Jason Collett (of Broken Social Scene): 
The Casbah, Feb. 27th 


The Most Serene Republic: 
The Casbah,Feb. 28th 


Bruce Springsteen: 
Copps Coliseum, March 3rd 


Caribou: 
The Casbah, March 18th 


ing 


Kathleen Edwards: 
Westside Concert Theatre, March 22nd 


Buddy Guy: 
Hamilton Place, April 4th 


Gordon Lightfoot: 


Hamilton Place, May 2nd 


Back To Work: 


Redeemer Hires John Ferguson Jr. 


One confirmed piece of information 


BRENDAN KOOY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


ohn Ferguson Jr. is back to 
work. After recently being 
fired by the Toronto Maple 
eafs, Ferguson has been offered 
a position as assistant professor 
in Redeemer University College's 
sports management program. 
Unbeknownst to many, Ferguson 
has past ties with the school. 
Over the last decade, he has been 
a sporadic advisor to the Royals 
hockey program. One of his moves 
included the hiring of current 


coach Ron Oppertshauser. In 
addition to this, Ferguson is also 
an old scotch-drinking buddy of 
current Redeemer president Dr. 
Justin Cooper, and he and Dr. John 
Byl have been occasional golfing 
partners at the Hamilton Golf and 
Country Club, 

It remains to be seen what capacity 


Ferguson will serve at the school. 


is that he will teach one 300-level 
course entitled, “How not to run 
a hockey team.” The course will 
include guest lectures by: current 
Leafs president Richard 


totalitarian 


Maple 

Peddie and 

Harold Ballard. 
Ferguson seemed elated when 


former 


asked for comment. 

“To go from a multi-million 
dollar organization to a mediocre 
university is a thrilling opportunity. 
With any luck, I will be able to 
breed the same level of failure here 
at Redeemer that I did with the 
Maple Leafs.” 

One thing is for certain: going from 
working with the massive budget 
of the Ontario teacher’s pension 
fund to the Redeemer professor’s 
pension fund will be a slight cut in 
available funds. Will less money 
result in quicker failure? 

Only time will tell. 


THE CROWN 


Part One: It Could Happen to You! 


It’s inevitable and you’re powerless to stop it 


SCOTT FAIRLEY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


efore a performance of Home 

in Alfalfa, while applying 

makeup, I noticed something 
odd about my appearance. Odder 
than how I look in makeup. My 
hairline looked... different. Idecided 
to pay it no mind, rationalising that 
when dressed up as a pig, my hair 
was likely not the focus of attention. 
And even if it was, it’s long enough 
that only I know about it. Besides, 
it’s probably nothing since I’m only 
23. It wasn’t nothing. 

My father is a man of thinned 
hair and hairlines. | 
showed him and asked his opinion. 
His reply was one of resignation, 


recessed 


poorly muffled laughter, and pride 
in passing on his genes. My father 
has been sporting a hairline that 
reaches back for about as long as 
I've known him. It’s even present 
in my baby pictures (which are, 
believe it or not, in black and 
white). It never once occurred to 


Bruce Willis 


me that this would be passed on to 
me. The math involved in it eluded 
me. My father was a little under 
two months past his 28th birthday 
when I was born, and his hairline 
hasn't really moved since. He then 
confided in me that his hair loss 
began at around the same age. 

The way I see it, | have quite a few 
options. The first is one of vanity: 
stock up on Rogaine and hope 
for the best. Known medically as 
Minoxodil, rogaine is a 
medication that claims to stimulate 


topical 


the scalp and prevent further hair 
loss. Sounds great, right? Sure. 
Why abandon my mighty locks 
when science has found a way for 
me to keep them naturally? Well, 
there’s the side effects for one: acne 
on the scalp, headaches, very low 
blood irregular/rapid 


heartbeat, and 


pressure, 
blurred — vision, 


chest pain. Pass. The side effects 
for an oral balding cure, Propecia, 
are somewhat worrying, but the 
chemical warfare the pill wages 


inside your body (read: pumps 


it full of testosterone) are rather 
terrifying, if you care to look them 
up. 

Another option is slightly more 
invasive, but definitely a surefire 
way to keep my hair is hair plugs. 
Great. But it costs between $6,000 
and $15,000. Also, infection is a 
risk. And to top it all off, it’s not 
even a guarantee. Bald patches are 
common, which could nullify the 
procedure, making the cure worse 
than the ailment, aS well as uglier. 

This takes us out of the medical 
options and into social options. The 
first being the most obvious: hiding 
it. A toupee, wig, or hairpiece will 
certainly do the job, and many 
famous (and infamous) persons 
throughout history have made 
liberal use of them. Julius Caesar, 
for example. Frank Sinatra, Jimmy 
Stewart, and John Wayne all wore 
toupees. So I have real men’s men 
behind me on this. Sean Connery 
has been long rumoured to have 
worn a toupee when playing James 
Bond, and William Shatner is also 


' 


Pon Havord, 


Surviving Cars 
Through Sexist Metaphors 


ANDREW VLASBLOM 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


truth 
acknowledged 


a universally 
(particularly 
among suburban middle-class 
pedestrians) that it is unethical for 


drivers to hit and run. But some 


truths seem to have flown out 
the windshield long before it was 
invented. Consequently, there is an 
increasing necessity for pedestrians 
to look out for themselves. Indeed, 
all we can do at times is run to 
avoid getting hit. Shockingly, these 
tyrannical travelers are rife not only 


in this community, but also on this 


oT. 


ig 


very campus, as | almost found out 
the hard way when | had two close 
calls with frantic mobile vehicles last 
week. The situation became clear to 
me as | wrote a metaphorical story 
based on a true-to-life experience 
| experienced recently. The story 
(abridged) can be read below, 

It happened late last week when I 
was walking through Redeemer’s 
main parking lot that it came toward 
me: the thin, transparent yellow eyes, 
boldly black body, slow-but-sure crawl 
of a pace. It looked like it belonged on 
the other side of the line, the other 
end of the spectrum, from another 
world altogether. | kept walking, but it 
seemed to follow my every move. And 
the more I walked, the closer it came. 
So | stopped. When it didn’t, | kept 
walking, and closer it came until I felt 
its hot, unearthly exhaust entering into 
my lungs. I thought it was all over, 

[hen it stopped. | strained my eyes to 
look through the nearly opaque glass- 
like exterior, and beheld two creatures 
of a familiar-looking 
unlike ou 


species, not 


own. They were wearing 


rumoured to wear one. Combovers 
are not an option, however. Too 
much ridicule is directed at well- 
meaning men who try to cover as 
much scalp as possible naturally. 
I’m not even sure I can advocate it 
anyway, as the combover is actually 
patented, 

So my only logical conclusion is 
to embrace it. And why not? The 
list of great men with a less than 
full head of hair is long and robust: 
Patrick Stewart, Bruce Willis, John 
Cleese, C.S Lewis, and according 
to the apocryphal Acts of Paul 
and Thecla, The Apostle Paul. It’s 
simply a part of growing old, and 
fighting a losing battle is simply not 
worth it. 

So why do so many men shudder 
at the thought of losing their hair? 
For every man 
embrace the hairline God blessed 
them with, there are others who 
would rather lose their thumbs than 
their flowing locks. 
industry is worth over $1 billion 
annually. Is it cultural insecurity, or 


who decided to 


The hair loss 


sunglasses, which slightly perplexed 
me, given that it wasn’t exactly sunny 
out, Of course, where they came from 
they're probably much closer to the sun, 
so | wasn't terribly surprised, just kind 
of baffled. The faces they made weren't 
exactly of a sinister caliber, although 
where they come from I'm guessing 
actions speak considerably louder than 
facial expressions, After an incredibly 
bizarre confrontation, they let me pass. 
I don’t know why. Perhaps I never will. 
If | ever meet them again I don’t think 
I'll ask, 
Now let me _ supplement the 
metaphorical story above with a 
true-to-life experience based on a 
metaphor. Here it is: two females 
nearly ran me over last week. 
Before | go any further, let’s get 
one thing straight: metaphor or 
no, | am referring to all vehicles in 
the female tense, in the same vein 
as many respective car owners, So 
what drives these vicious vehicular 
vixens, diva 
dabblers, these mechanical model 


these dangerous 


mongrels? Well, in the case above, 


a refusal to face the inevitable? It’s 
difficult to say which, but baldness 
certainly isn’t seen as an inescapable 
hurdle of manhood anymore. 

“But Scott,” you surely plead, 
“what does The Bible say about 
bald men?” I’m glad you asked. 
First, | would direct you to II Kings 
2:23-24: “From there Elisha went 
up to Bethel. As he was walking 
along the road, some youths came 
out of the town and jeered at him. 
“Go on up, you baldhead!” they 
said. “Go on up, you baldhead!” He 
turned around, looked at them and 
called down a curse on them in the 
name of the LORD. Then two bears 
came out of the woods and mauled 
forty-two of the youths.” I’m not a 
theologian, but I think the message 
of this passage is incredibly clear: 
mock the bald, and bears will kill 
you. | suppose you could argue that 
the two events (Elisha calling down 
a curse and the bears attacking) 
are unrelated, but it should serve 
at least as a grave warning against 
mocking the hairless. 


the “what” should be replaced with 
two females, if we're going with the 
experience based on the metaphor 
(which is much easier to decipher, 
in my personal opinion). 

Metaphorically speaking, in 
spite of my unfortunate choice for 
a metaphorical reference, | am not 
at all making a statement about 
female drivers, and I’m certainly 
not meaningfully drawing any 
parallels between the female form 
of cars and females who drive cars. 
I'm simply relating an experience 
based on empirical observations 
through the use of metaphorical 
application. Obviously you can't 
survive cars through sexism; that is 
just silly. If that is what you derived 
from the metaphor, then you may 
have missed the moral mobile, The 
moral of the metaphor here is this: 
watch your rear end, because you 
never know when you might get 
bumped ~ hard. That's what she 
said. My driving safety instructor 
of five years ago, that is. 
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DIVER SIONS 


CROSSWORD CORNER 


1/28/08 IN YOUR WALLET by Sally R. Stein, edited by Stanley Newman 


Across 

| Long-term S&L 

investments 

4 "That's so funny!" 

8 Ledge in a bookcase 
13 "My country, 'tis of __' 
14 Metallic rocks 
15 Aromatic wood 
16 Location 
17 Like margarine stains 
18 Sports stadium 
19 Mouse, to an owl 
20 $20 bill, for example 
22 Spread out haphazardly 
24 Touch on the shoulder 


25 Do damage to 
28 Movie theater 
33 Subside 


37 Make simpler 6d 
‘ / 
39 Metal found in steel | 
67 | 8 
40 Auto-ownership | . 
document fo | oh aed i 


43 Check with a stopwatch 
44 Not fooled by 


Puzzle (c) Stanley Newman, distributed by Creators Syndicate, Inc 


45 "Silly" birds 4 Ruckus 36 Elm or oak 
46 Most cunning 5 Opera solo 38 Red traffic sign 
48 Location 6 Assist 41 "I understand!" 
50 That gentleman's 7 So far 42 Go-betweens: Abbr. 
52 Film awards 8 Shrimp dish 47 Polished 
57 "Plastic" to pay with 9 Medal recipient 49 Whole bunch 
63 Frequently 10 Biblical paradise 51 Aroma 
64 Marsh bird 11 Narrow street 53 Performer groups 
65 Wicked 12 Start unraveling, as a 54 Hawaiian hello 
66 A portion of towel 55 From Italy's capital 
67 Ridiculous 13 Recipe amts. 56 Beef-and-potatoes dinner 
68 Three-quarters of adozen 21 Indy 500 entrant 57 Crispy potato snack 
69 Melt 23 "This is fun!" 58 Nevada city 
70 Prepared to be 26 Jockey's strap 59 Historical periods 
photographed 27 Ship poles 60 Finished 
71 Sounds of reproach 29 Evening, on marquees 61 Hertz competitor 
72 __ Diego, CA 30 Lake near Cleveland 62 Ice-skating surface 
31 Cow comments 
Down 32 Vampire author Rice 
| Parakeet sound 33 Nightclub routines 
2 Discourage 34 Pre-trial court payment 
3 Informal farewell 35 General's fighting force www.puzzles.li 
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